
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
September 29, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
September 29, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:32 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering 
Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Kathy White, 
Human Resource Manager; Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Vanessa 
Dales, Treasurer; Shawn Backman, Auditor; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; Kim Carpenter, 
Clerk of the Board; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Terri Cook, Ed Stauffer, and Curt 
Tronsdal. 

Prior to the regular meeting, the Commission held a work session from 2:30-4:30 PM to 
discuss the 2016 Preliminary Budget.  The work session was open to Commissioners, 
Management, other District staff, Consultants and the public.  No action was taken. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for September 29, 2015.   
a. Approval of Minutes 09/08/15 Commission Meeting 
b. Approval of Vouchers 

No. 2639 - Voucher Nos. 4339-4379 ($241,852.17) 09/15/15 
No. 2640 - Voucher Nos. 4380-4443, Payroll Check Nos. 10990-11071 ($458,071.42) 09/22/15 
No. 2641 - Voucher Nos. 4444-4484 ($170,808.49) 09/29/15 

c. Project Acceptance – Knudson Road, Hexcel Building Expansion (Burlington) 
The motion passed. 

Treasurer Dales presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of July 2015 and 
indicated she would present the report for August 2015 at the meeting of October 5. 

Under Manager’s Report: 
• Manager Powell reported that he had received a scope and fee estimate of $24,000 

from GeoEngineers for Buffer Restoration Services to the Judy WTP to Sedro-
Woolley Transmission Line-Phase 1 Project.  The information will be sent to the 
Commission for action on the October 5 agenda. 

• Attorney Gilbert reported on the status of the last delinquent LUD foreclosure for 
litigation.  Also reported on updates to the Public Records Act, which he will review 
and keep the District posted.  Manager Powell and Commissioner Roberson indicated 
potential changes as well. 

• Engineering Manager Sidhu reported that design and specification work continues for 
Mann Road LUD No. 31; crews are working on a project at Cook Road and Green 
Street; a temporary tie in on the transmission line so work can begin on the 30th Street 
Project; and the Division Street Tank Project is in the final design stage and the 
District hopes to go to bid in October.  Commissioner Robertson asked about the 
process for public information regarding the Division Street Project; brief discussion 
ensued regarding same.  Commissioner Cook indicated he had received a request 
from a constituent regarding the annual water loss figure for 2014; Engineering 
Manager Sidhu replied that the information is on the District’s website in the 
Consumer Confidence Report (CCR). 

• IT Manager Chrysler reported on his attendance at a Records Management Workshop 
with the State earlier today; will have a meeting with CityWorks tomorrow and 
Customer Service testing with NorthStar is ongoing.  Commissioner Littlefield asked 
about the status of online bill payment; IT Manager Chrysler replied he believes the 
project is near completion.  Commissioner Robertson reported that there will be a 
Cyber Security Conference on November 12 with federal and state government due to 



continuing threats to water utilities.  He stated he plans to attend and would 
encourage Manager Powell to have IT Manager Chrysler attend as well. 

• Operations Manager Fox reported that CityWorks is on site at the WTP regarding 
asset management work; Judy Reservoir elevation is currently 460’ and the District 
will discontinue pumping at the end of the month. 

• HR Manager White reminded the Commission that the Wellness Fair at the District is 
scheduled on October 14 from 8 AM until noon.  Commissioner Littlefield thanked 
her for the notification sent via email. 

• Treasurer Dales reported that the negotiated Waugh Road (Montreaux) property sale 
is current with Land Title; she will meet with the State auditors on Thursday; she and 
Auditor Backman will be attending a cyber-security workshop hosted by the WA 
Society of CPA’s tomorrow for CEU credits. 

• Auditor Backman reported that questions raised regarding the PURMS vs. Enduris 
risk and liability insurance were submitted to Enduris and the comparison is being 
updated. 

Under Audience Comments, Ed Stauffer commented on water issues in Skagit County 
compared to other parts of the country he had seen on his travels and was proud to be a 
Skagitonian when he read that the District’s Commission helped local farmers with the 
provision of water during the drought. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Littlefield reported: 

• He received a letter via email regarding the District audit; Manager Powell replied 
that it is a form letter required by the State Auditor’s Office each year.  He indicated 
that the financial portion of the audit is complete and they are still working on the 
accountability portion. 

• Commented that the preliminary 2016 Budget information sent did not have enough 
detail for him and while his questions were answered in the work session, he would 
appreciate more detailed information in the future.   

• Reported on his attendance at the WA PUD Association (WPUDA) Water 
Workshop and commended District staff for their great presentations and 
participation, stating it was an excellent workshop and very well attended.   

• Due to the lack of response regarding the PUD Advisory Committee on exempt 
well issues, Attorney Gilbert will draft a notice to the few volunteers who applied to 
participate that the Committee will not move forward.  Mr. Stauffer asked that his 
application be held current and if he can be of any assistance to please contact him. 

Commissioner Cook stated he did not receive the preliminary 2016 Budget a week in 
advance of the work session on September 29 as indicated at the meeting of September 8; 
Manager Powell replied that Auditor Backman sent the information on September 22 as it 
was not ready on September 20 as originally anticipated.   

Commissioner Robertson indicated he received the preliminary budget information on 
Thursday, but technically did not receive it when indicated.  He commented on the quality 
of the District’s drinking water being so much better in comparison to that he experienced 
in Minnesota recently.  

Under Miscellaneous, Clerk of the Board Carpenter clarified that the 2016 Budget 
Hearing will be held on Monday, October 5 at 5:00 PM following the regular 
Commission meeting at 4:30 PM and will verify if there is a date discrepancy in the 
published legal notice. 
  



Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of September 29, 2015 was 
adjourned at 5:09 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 
 


